MacKillop

Catholic College

MOUNT PETER

College Houses
[College Learning Communities]

MacKillop Catholic College’s four Houses or College Learning Communities (CLC) are named
for significant elements of the ‘MacKillop Spirit’ and ‘Josephite charism’.

While each College Learning Community represents a particular element
in a purposeful manner, all elements are embraced by every CLC,
so that together the four elements are characteristic of the ‘MacKillop Way’.

Each Learning Community has a distinctive emblem bearing the footprint of an animal native to the
Mount Peter region. A Yidinji songline narrative of each creature describes its natural behaviours
and the cultural wisdom which complements the values embodied by each CLC.

The Stories behind the House Emblems
‘Footprints’
Each one of us leaves behind footprints on our journey throughout life. These footprints tell our
stories. The footprints created here represent the stories of the native wildlife of Cairns.
Each has their individual story and journey. Each journey is a songline to the Gimuy Walubara

clan of the Yidinji Nation. These songlines are told in our song and dance.
Gudju Gudju — Yidinji Elder

Learning Communities of
MacKillop Catholic College

Inspiring Hearts, Minds and Spirits
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McCormack

a spirit of compassion and service

Named for Sr Irene McCormack rsj, whose commitment as a Sister of St Joseph saw her
living amongst and supporting the poor of Peru. She stood with her adopted people
supporting works of justice, education and outreach. Sr Irene was martyred in 1991.

McCormack gives expression to the Christian imperative to outreach to those in need in
a spirit of generosity and loving service.

o Sr Irene McCormack would remind us that Jesus reveals his presence in the lives
of the poor and powerless: And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it
to me.” (Matthew 25:40)

o “Let us really love one another” Mary MacKillop

o “God loves all of us, but he loves best those who help the weak” Mary MacKillop

o “Never see a need without doing something about it” Mary MacKillop

o Christian service is mercy enacted.

» Yidinji Emblem - Dimin the Sugar Glider

The sugar glider lives in and respects the old wise
trees of the forest. The sugar glider shares their
homes with other gliders in a community of sugar
gliders.

@\ Dimin means sugar glider in the Yidinji Language.
\

The adults share the responsibility of bringing up the
young and after the young gliders are old enough to
fend for themselves, they journey out and leave the
tree house for another family to occupy.

Their life is full of generosity, respect and loving
service to their community and environment.

> Colour: RED




Loyola

hearts for spirituality and faith

» Named for St Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. Mary MacKillop's own spiritual
formation was deeply influenced by the Ignation charism which beckons us to seek God
within, and to look for Him in creation and in the hearts and minds of the human
community around us. Mary's family was befriended by Jesuits, the Jesuits came to
Mary’s support in times of crisis and the ministry of the Sisters of St Joseph was supported
by Jesuits in many places. Mary's brother Donald became a Jesuit priest.

» Loyola gives expression both to the spiritual quest that is integral to the human
experience, and to the Christian faith which offers meaning and direction to life's journey.

o St Ignatius Loyola, who reminds us that “Love is shown more in deeds than in
words”, would have us take to heart St Peter’s declaration of faith in Jesus Christ,
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.”” (John 6:68)

o “Ifwe have love in our hearts, we shall have God with us” Mary MacKillop

o “There where you are, you will find God” Mary MacKillop

o Faith is a gift given by our God of mercy.

» Yidinji Emblem - Mabi the Tree Kangaroo

Tree kangaroo in Yidin is Mabi. The journey of the
tree kangaroo starts with taking care of its young but
they will also care of abandoned young who have
lost their family, they are very compassionate.

a % f e They are slow when moving along the ground but
= —a C:Q. when they are in the trees they are risk-takers, bold

i % and agile.

Their hearts are light and they move with faith that
the forest will provide the right pathway and lead
them to safety.

> Colour: YELLOW
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